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INTERPRETER REFERRAL

A LETTER FROM THE PRES

DENT

SERVICE, INC.

Greetings! | hope your summer went well. Here we are already into September and it has
been quite a busy year. | have been traveling to exhibits, conferences, and meetings in the last

six months, meeting old and new friends.

Early this year, we hired a software/com-
puter consultant, who is working with us
in customizing our system to make it more
user-friendly for ASL staff and for the com-
munity. It is not yet completed, but we will
be transitioning to the new system within
the next few months. As part of this upgrade,
we have created new e-mail addresses for
contacting ASL. Most important, we have
sent out a letter containing an INTER-
PRETER PROFILE FORM that must be
completed by each interpreter, in order to
be eligible for job assignments.We will be
inputting the information from those pro le
forms into the new system.

We have included a copy of the form in
this newsletter. Please e-mail me at kath-
ykadyhopkins@aslirs.com if you have any
questions.

Lastly, I want to give a pat on the back to
those interpreters who are constantly work-
ing hard to develop their interpreter skills,
and who are pursuing certi cation. Most of
you are on track; it is an ongoing process.

It was also great to see so many of you in
person at the RID Conference!

Thanks once again to all the interpret-
ers who keep professionalism, integrity, and
honesty in your profession.

I also want to say thank you to the ASL
Staff \We have been blessed, because they
are absolutely the best!

I remember when Chris and | started
this business and it was just the two of us.

Because we chose to serve 24 hours a day to
provide an interpreter at any given moment,
it was a challenge.\We were glued to the
phone, many times ending the day still in
our pajamas, without even the chance to get
up for a break. It was purely hard work, with
calls coming in throughout the night the
phone next to the bed so we could get those
nighttime calls for an interpreter to help
someone in the hospital, a mental health
facility, or with the police.

If anyone deserves special recognition, it
is our night coordinators, Kim Asack and
Christine Sherwood, who work through-
out the night to serve the community. It is
not an easy job! In the last 14 years in the
business, we were closed one Thanksgiv-
ing, but ended up working anyway, because
hospitals desperately needed interpreters.
We dropped everything we were doing and
went right to work. In addition to our night
coordinators, | want to express our deep ap-
preciation to all of our interpreters who go
out at night to meet the needs of the deaf
and hard-of-hearing community; you are
heroes!

May all of you have a wonderful Fall
season and, remember, only you can make it
a great day!

All the best,
Kathy Kady-Hopkins
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Yoga

As part of  Arts for the Hearing Loss,
ASL Interpreter Referral Service, Inc.
invited Lila Lolling, founder of Deaf
Yoga Foundation, to host a special event
in New Jersey. It was held on February
27, 20009.

The evening started with one hour
of asana (yoga) practice, following by a
one-hour lecture on the history, ben-
e ts,and four paths of yoga.

As a result of this program s success,
there are now yoga classes for the deaf
and hard-of-hearing once a month at
CenterSpace Studios, Somerset, N.J.

Zumba

Wow! An exercise dance experience
with a Latin and international twist, all
available to our own deaf and hard-of-
hearing community! Zumba is a unique
exercise program that provides an effec-
tive tness workout, all while you are
having a great time. It uses the principles
of tness interval training and resistance
training, mixing body sculpting move-
ments with easy-to-follow dance steps.

On Saturday, April 18 in Milltown,
the rst Deaf and Hard of Hearing
Dance for Zumba class was held.

Janet Sorber, an avid Zumba maniac,
had the idea to share her secret with
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others and got the Zumba party started.

The night was a great success. Zumba
instructor Vasilia (Vasi) Penna, an Ameri-
can Counsel Fitness Instructor since
2006 and an of cial Zumba Instructor
since 2007, got this group moving to
the music fast. Lots of dancing, laughing,
and, lets not forget, sweating was going
on.ASL Interpreter Referral Service Inc.
donated the services of an interpreter,
who signed throughout the night, help-
ing to create a smooth Zumba experi-
ence. Everyone had a great time: great
for the mind and great for the body!

Knitting

Last May, we started a knitting session
for the deaf and hard-of-hearing and

any interpreters who were interested.

As a result of that session s success, the
program was opened to all people (deaf,
hard-of-hearing, interpreters and hear-
ing people), to form a knitting circle
to help make creations hats, scarves,
mittens, socks  to give to the homeless
to keep them warm this winter.\What a
successful, fun project! We now have up
to 25 people participating in the project
and are always looking for more.

If you have any questions or interest
in participating in these programs, please
e-mail me at ArtsHearingLoss@aol.com.

Kathy Kady-Hopkins - kathykadyhopkins@aslirs.com
Christine Sherwood - csherwood@aslirs.com
Kim Asack - kimasack@aslirs.com

New E-mail
Addresses:

Danielle Lieberman - daniellelieberman@aslirs.com
Susan Leber - susanleber@aslirs.com

Janet Sorber - jssorber@aslirs.com

Carolyn Lance - carolynlance@aslirs.com
Richard Sherwood - richsherwood@aslirs.com
Christine Bucca - cbucca@aslirs.com
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EFS
Lisa DiMaio - Assistant Accountant; Richard
Sherwood - Accounting Manager; Christine
Bucca - Billing Specialist

FROM THE BILLING
DEPARTMENT

As the summer draws to a close and we
prepare for a busy fall, it is necessary,
once again, to remind all interpreters
about proper billing procedure. Please
make sure all invoices arrive in the Bill-
ing Department no later than 7 days
after the completed assignment.
(Remember, this timing requirement is
stated in your signed contracts.) Timely
submission of bills would greatly help
us with the processing of your bills, as
well as the processing of our customer s
bills.\WWe cannot bill our customers until
we have received all interpreter bills for
the given assignment. Therefore, it is
imperative you get your bills in on time.

Additionally, please make sure your in-
voices contain all pertinent information:
date of assignment, time of assignment,
location of assignment, job number,
name of deaf consumer, hourly rate and
mileage. With the volume of bills we
handle in the Billing Department, it is
extremely helpful to have all this infor-
mation at our ngertips.

Thank you in advance for your antici-
pated compliance. We look forward to
working with you.

Lisa, Rich & Chris B.
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Kathy Kady-Hopkins and Phil Di-
Maio. (Missing: Doug McMiillan,
Susan Leber and Janet Sorber)

COMMUNITY OUTREACH

First, | want to say thank you to

all of our staff members  Phil
DiMaio, Doug McMillan, Janet
Sorber and Susan Leber who
have supported the ASL Interpreter
Referral Service exhibit booth
throughout New Jersey.

We have participated in vari-
ous conferences and events across
the state, including the UCC Deaf
Festival, Deaf & Hard of Hearing
Retreat in Newton, N.J., Teacher
Conference, NJWOB Conference,
RID Conference, Boggs Center
Conference, and others.

In the upcoming months, we will
be attending Deaf Fest, New Jersey
Association of the Deaf Confer-
ence, Deaf and Blind Conference,
Disability Conference, and others.
If you are planning to attend any
of these events, please stop by our
booth to say hello.

The experience continues to
be incredibly rewarding, and it is
a particular highlight to see old
friends and make new friends.

Thanks!
Outreach Community
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N REMEMBRANCE

2009 has been a busy year for us at ASL Interpreter Referral Service, Inc., but it has also been
a dif cult one, as we have had to say goodbye to too many members of the ASL and inter-

preter community who have passed away.

One person in particular who had a tre-
mendous impact on our local community
was Riki Jacobs, who died on March 14 of
Amytrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS), better
known as Lou Gehrigs disease.

In the local area, she was known for
her commitment to her community and
her love of running, prompting Main
Street Highland Park to restructure its

rst 5K race, held in May, to honor Riki.
Statewide, she was known as a commit-
ted activist and earned recognition from
the governor and others for her work as
executive director of the New Brunswick-
based Hyacinth AIDS Foundation, the
largest state-run AIDS organization.

But I will always remember her as an
amazing person who never gave up, despite
tremendous dif culty, and who was so
open and positive in doing whatever she
could to keep going.We rst met after
she had completely lost the use of her
voice and one of her friends called to see
whether sign language would help her
communicate. At least 30 of Rikis friends
and family ended up taking classes to learn
sign language with her. | taught sign lan-
guage at her job for her co-workers. | also
went to her home to help her family learn
basic signs. | spent two summers teaching
sign to all her friends and family, and was
deeply touched by the experience. Our
last class ended with Riki signing back to
me, | love you, with a big smile and a big
hug. Her loving personality touched all

who knew her.

A deeply loving personality also epito-
mized Kathy Sciarabba, whom all of us
at ASL will miss. Her obituary says it
perfectly: It may seem that Kathy left this
earth, but there is a piece of her in every
person she has touched. Let it be her silly
comments; funny, clever personality; gentle
straightforwardness; realistic nature; free
spirit; warm, nurturing ways. As a mother,
wife, sister, daughter, aunt, coda, friend,
mentor, tutor, teacher, student, interpret-
er....she has taught us to be better people,
to love one another, to believe in ourselves,

| will always remember (Riki) as an amazing person
Who never gave up, despite tremendous dif culty,
and who was s0 open and positive in doing what-
ever she could to keep going.

to laugh, enjoy life and never give up. The
cup was always half-full.

In addition to these two special people,
we have had to say goodbye this year to
Andrew Bartush Corso, Maria Bellino,
George Karras, Ronnie Mack, and Phil
Moos. They will all be sorely missed.

Each loss makes me appreciate this gift
of life each day. Join me in continuing to
pray for all the families who have lost their
loved ones.

Summer 2009



News

ASL

INTERPRETER REFERRAL SERVICE, INC.

Legal Name: Nickname:
Address:
Street Address City State Zip Code County
Home #: Cell #:
E-mail: Fax #:
T-Mail: Other:

Social Security #:

Best Way to Reach You for Jobs:

Current Certi- cations/Memberships:
Are you a RID/NIC member? 0 Yes OINo
Your current certi cations (please check all that apply):

O NIC 0 RID: CDI O RID: OIC:S/V O NAD IV (Advanced)
O NIC Advanced 0 RID:CSC O RID: OIC:V/S O NADV (Master)

O NIC Master 0 RID: MCSC O RID:IC/TC O Ed: K-12

O RID: ClI 0 RID:RSC ORID:IC O EIPA: Score:
ORID:CT 0 RID:OTC O RID:TC O Deaf-Blind Tactile
O RID: CDI-P 0O RID:OIC:.C O NAD 1 O DDHH

Experience

Years of Interpreting: Full Time: Part-Time:

In which setting(s) do you feel comfortable interpreting (check all that apply):

0 Medical 0 Platform (0 Theatre [ Spanish

0 Mental Health 0 Small Group O Oral O Trilingual

(0 One-on-One 0 Legal O Deaf-Blind (0 Other (please specify)
O Educational 0 Religious O Videotaped

What are you NOT comfortable interpreting:

/-\V&I|abl|lty (state hours if applicable)

Everyday 24 hours: Weekdays: Weeknights:
Weekends: Holidays: Emergencies:
Insurance/Miscellaneous

Professional Liability Insurance? Worker s Compensation Insurance?
Auto Insurers Name: Policy Number:

License Plate Number: Drivers License Number:

Have you been ngerprinted? OYes [OINo If yes: WHEN? WHERE?
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